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After three years of intensive work, the IGNITION project came to an end in spring 2022. It started with
the idea of developing innovative financing models for nature-based solutions, that go beyond public
budgets and grant funding, and producing pipelines for large-scale projects. It was a winding road to
the solutions, but a flexible approach enabled making adjustments and reaching the overall target by
broader and more intensive stakeholder collaboration, a multitude of support tools and a Living Lab
convincing with tangible experience and real-life data.

What the project makes particularly successful is the fact that the main IGNITION results have been
mainstreamed. The project delivered a blueprint for the Greater Manchester Environment Fund in which different
financing sources are pooled and which will be the main vehicle to implement the identified projects using the
different developed business models. Furthermore, the many activities of the project, broadly involving citizens
and various public and private stakeholders, and a balanced partnership created a high awareness for nature-
based solutions and a substantial demand. Few stakeholders have been talking about nature-based solutions
before; now everybody seems to be on top of it. The journey has just started.

Further links to information

IGNITION website
Investing In Nature: Lessons from Greater Manchester event, 30 March 2022 - YouTube
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